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January 7 
“Do You See What I See?” 

Rev. Gary Batey will be our speaker on the topic 
of the Christian season of "Epiphany" and how it 
seeks to heighten our awareness of an eternal, 
transcendent, and sacred dimension to everyday 
life. However obscured, opposed, neglected, or 
denied, light still shines in the unholy darkness.  
Do you see it? Can you point it out? Will you share 
it?  
                                                                               Music: Choir                                               

 
 

January 14 
“Where DO We Go From Here?” 

Rodney Jones' hope is to bring forth a word of 
encouragement during a very interesting and 
uncertain time in our history. Regardless of how 
things may look, faith is still the evidence of the 
unseen. Regardless of what we may do or say, his 
belief is that God is still in control.  
Music: Vicki Elmore, saxophone & Barbara Jensen, 
piano. 

 
                                                           
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                January 21 

“As People of Faith, We Share a 
Common Duty and Responsibility.” 

Iman Azhar Subedar will base his talk on 
chapter 22 verse 40 of the Quran. Those who 
have been expelled from their homes without a 
just cause except that they say: Our Lord is 
Allah. And had there not been Allah's repelling 
some people by others, certainly there would 
have been pulled down cloisters and churches 
and synagogues and mosques in which Allah's 
name is much remembered; and surely Allah 
will help him who helps His cause; most surely 
Allah is strong and mighty.                Music: Choir 
 
 
 

January 28 
"Our Universalist Roots & Branches" 

Rev.  Kalen Fristad will be speaking on 
Universalism as it relates to John Murray and the 
American colonies from then to the present. 
                                                              Music: Barbara Jensen 
 

 

 

                                                   MUUF’S MISSION STATEMENT 

“A friendly beacon for religious freedom, supporting lifelong spiritual growth and 

working for social justice with compassion and love.” 

          UPDATE             
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January 2018     MUUF Calendar          

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

1 
NEW YEARS DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 

2 
9:00 UPDATE 
Articles Due 
 
 
6:30 Zen Meditation 

3 

 
 
 
 
6:00 Toastmasters 

4 
12:00 Al-Anon 
6:00 Choir 
7:30 Meditation 
 

5 
 
 

6 
 
1-4:00 Bridge 

 

7 

9:30am - Choir 
10:30am Speaker- 
Gary Batey  
Music-MUUF Choir  
12:00 Social Justice 
4:00 Eleonora Lvov 
Concert 

8 
2:00 Book Group 
 

9 
10:00 Chalice Circle 
3:00 Membership 
6:30 Zen Meditation 
 

10 
 

3:00 Men’s Group 
6:00 Toastmasters 
 

11 
12:00 Al-Anon 
6:00 Choir  
7:30 Meditation 

12 
 
 
6:00 Share-A-Dish 
Film: Sonic Seas 
(John Isham) 

13 
 
1-4:00 Bridge 
1:00 Welcoming 
Congregation Film 
“Sweet Honey in the 
Rock” 

14 
10:30am Speaker-
Rodney Jones 
Music- Barbara Jensen 
& Vicki Elmore 
12:00 UU 101 

15 
Service Project at 
Project Light - see 
Chris MacCormack 
10:00 Great 
Decisions Planning 
Meeting 

16 
6:30 Zen Meditation 
6:30 Board Meeting   

17 
 
 
6:00 Toastmasters 

 

18 
 
9:00 Our Daily Bread 
12:00 Al-Anon 
7:30 Meditation 

19 
 
 
6:00 Choir 

 

 

20 
1-4:00 Bridge 
 
UPDATE Articles 
Due 

21 
9:30am - Choir 
10:30am Speaker-
Imam Azhar Subedar 
Music- MUUF Choir 
Special Collection –  
Our Daily Bread 
12:00 Building Your 
Own Theology 

22 
 

10:00 Great 
Decisions 

23 
 
 
 
10:00 Chalice Circle 
6:30 Zen Meditation 

 

24 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Toastmasters 

   25 
 
12:00 Al-Anon 
6:00 Choir 
7:30 Meditation 

        26 
 
 

 

27 
 
1-4:00 Bridge 
 
1:00 Welcoming 
Congregation 
Workshop 

28 
10:30am Speaker-
Rev. Kalen Fristad 
Music- Barbara Jensen 
4:00 Pagan 
Perspectives 

   29 
 
10:00 Great 
Decisions 

30 
 
 
 

6:30 Zen Meditation 

31 
 
 
 
6:00 Toastmasters 
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    President’s Message 
Carol Bartz 

As we enter into a new year 
marking new beginnings for our 
Fellowship I feel very excited.  
2017 was a transition year for 
us as we said goodbyes to Rev. 

Dee Graham in her early retirement and to Nikki 
LaChambre as our choir director while welcoming 
the return of Ann Rogers as our choir director and 
the addition of Barbara Jensen as our pianist.  The 
decision to seek a full time Developmental Minister 
was a major transition and it is hoped that mid-year 
in 2018 will be the starting point for whomever we 
select.  Areas of strength and success that we have 
shown over the years can continue and we should 
see growth in a few areas that can be improved.  
This past year we also saw changes in some of our 
committee chairs and board members and we are 
grateful that we have new volunteers to carry on 
with the work of our Fellowship.  With change 
comes a period of rebalancing which I feel confident 
we can accomplish with commitment to our 
covenant and our seven principles. 
 

Lately the concept of kindness and how to 
encourage people to treat each other with kindness 
keeps returning to my consciousness. In What is 
Zen? the authors Norman Fischer and Susan Moon 
speak of it  by saying it’s more than “be nice, be 
kind, be decent…if you really see your life as it is, 
you’ll see that it’s nothing but connection, 
compassion, and love.  That’s all there really is.”  
They go on by pointing out that “it’s the natural 
consequence of a full and profound engagement 
with life” and that “we are all living and dying 
together and there is no other way to live but to feel 
for one another and to do what we can to help.”  
Why it’s so difficult to consistently apply this simple 
idea in everyday life baffles me.  Everyone wins 
when we are fully present, when we care about one 
another, and when we show that we care.   
 
Another thought that keeps returning to me comes 
from the movie Avatar as there has been current 
talk about the future release of Avatar 2.  In the 
movie the characters on the planet Pandora greet 
one another by saying “I see you.”   This is actually 
similar to a greeting used by the Samburu in Africa 
when they stop and greet each other by making 
slow and direct eye contact for 5-15 seconds and 
say “I see you” to which the other person replies “I 

am here.”  It’s a simple way to begin an encounter 
with another human being with full presence and in 
a truly heartfelt way.  It promotes a deep 
connectedness and respect for the center of being of 
the other person.  Isn’t that what we are all seeking 
in our day to day existence and particularly when 
we enter the doors at MUUF?  Every moment in our 
lives involves a choice of how we want to live, how 
we want to respond, how we want to be.   Let’s 
think about the choices we make and purposefully 
change them if that would make all of our lives 
better and more fulfilled.  

 

Board HIGHLIGHTS  

Some of the items covered at our November 
meeting were:  
¶ Beginning January 1, we have new co-

directors for the UUA Southern Region, 

Connie Goodbread and Natalie Briscoe, who 

are replacing Kenn Hurto who retired from 

the position. We are hoping to have Connie 

Goodbread come in March to lead a Sunday 

service and a workshop, but a date has not yet 

been set. 

¶ The Art Show featuring works by Chris 

MacCormack, AJ Wolff, Linda Wilke, and 

books by Carol Alt is underway. 

¶ Attention to safety and security issues was 

reported on with a summary of local seminars 

given by the Manatee County Sheriff’s 

Department. 

¶ The Ministerial Team is working on 

completion of the application for a 

developmental minister 

¶ The by-laws for MUUF will be reviewed by a 

newly formed committee. 

¶ Approval was given for MUUF to be a sponsor 

to the Manatee County Solar Co-op.  (see the 

article in this Update).  Members are 

encouraged to attend the press conference on 

Jan 11 at 10:30 at the South Florida Museum 

(wear yellow!) to help show our support. 

¶ Approval was given for the formation of 

knitting group to meet twice a month (1st 
and 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 10:00 a.m.) 
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Martin Luther King Jr.  
Day of Service 

 at Project Light 
 

Building Your Own Theology Course  
Often, as Unitarian Universalists, we know what we do not believe more fully than we know what we do 
believe.  This course will urge you to explore your own theology along with the others who are in the 
group.  There are ten sessions which take you through the journey using readings, writing by 
participants, and sharing.  Participants will write their own spiritual autobiography, probe themselves 
towards some self-understanding, look at different leanings within Unitarian Universalism, look critically 
at their own heritage as well as UU traditions and prominent people in our denomination’s history, look 
at ethics (there is an entire curriculum on this topic by the same author, Richard Gilbert), and ultimately, 
will write their own creed that defines what they as an individual believe.  Bill Hayes and Carol Bartz 
will lead this interactive course that begins Sunday, January 21st right after the morning service.  If you 
are interested, please sign up on the table in the social room.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MUUF Board members agreed in November to be supporters of the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service 
Project at Project Light. The project entails painting a new mural of St. Francis and the animals and plants of 
Florida on the side of the building at 1104 14th St. W. In addition, volunteers will work 2-3 hours painting the 
outside of the building, inside baseboards and doors and the yellow stripes on the parking lot. Already AJ Wolff, 
Roger Cook, Klara Weiss and Roseanna Goodman are working with Chris MacCormack on large cardboard 
practice murals. They all represent MUUF!   If anyone else would like to be involved in this project and can 
work on Jan. 12, 13 or 15th, please speak to Chris or call her. You can tell her the time and job that suits you. 
Call 727-5183 or write  maccormc@msn.com . Other groups participating are Ss. Peter and Paul Youth group, 
Hope Community Haitian Church, Returned Peace Corps Volunteers and Project Light teachers and students. 
Many hands in organized teams will get the job done.  

 Project Light is a local non-profit organization whose mission is to empower non-English speaking adults to 
participate more actively in our community through English language proficiency. 

 

 

 

mailto:maccormc@msn.com
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Reading The Winter 2017 

Issue of UU World 
Magazine 

                       AJ Wolff 
I would like to comment on the 
subject of a very lengthy article 

in the UU World magazine on activism within 
contemporary Unitarian Universalism. Six UU 
leaders reflect on activism and religious identity, 
beliefs and values.  

The first question that is most often asked of me: Do 
you need to be an activist to be a Unitarian 
Universalist? I personally was drawn to being a UU 
because of my activism in high school living in a San 
Francisco suburb. There were antiwar protests in 
Berkeley, and I have been an activist ever since.    

Here are the quotes from three of the UU leaders 
referenced in the article on the question, “Do you 
need to be an activist to be a Unitarian 
Universalist?”   

Marilyn Sewell: Not all UUs are inclined by 
personality or temperament to be activists. But do 
UUs need to care about social justice? Yes. 

Takiyah Amin: If you embrace and believe in our 
Principles—dignity, justice, equity and compassion—
you can’t sit idly by in the absence of those ideals in 
our society.  

Paul Rasor: I find it disturbing that this question has 
even come up. There are many ways to express and 
live out the Principles and values we hold dear. 
Activism is certainly one of them. But not everyone 
has to take to the streets. We all have our gifts, and 
not everyone is suited to this kind of work, just as not 
everyone is suited to pastoral care or finance or 
religious education. And those who are drawn to 
activism (or to other roles) will often need times 
when they need to step back for quiet reflection and 
restoration. The last thing we need is a form of 
ideological or behavioral orthodoxy where those who 
are not called to activism feel judged or devalued. At 
the same time, I hope that those called to other roles 
could support our activists (as one expression of our 
values), and that the activists could equally support 
those who undertake other equally important tasks in 
our communities.  

I hope you will take time to read the full article in UU 

World. I found it very interesting and worth my time.  

If you didn’t get a copy in the mail there are copies of 

UU World in the social room. 

Welcoming Congregation Program 
                    Joan Butcher, AJ Wolff 

January’s Welcoming 
Congregation movie 
will be “Sweet Honey 
in the Rock” shown on 
Saturday, January 13, 
2018 at 1:00pm. 
History, inspiration, 
joy in celebration of 
humanity and VOICE!!! 
Incredible vocal talent 
of this group and the 
soulfulness of their lyrics. I knew little of their story 
and have never been to a concert. This DVD 
chronicles their journeys together up and through 
the process of their founder, Dr. Bernice Johnson 
Reagon, retiring. Very touching and inspiring. This 
in my view is a teaching story from women who are 
now "elders" in their experience regardless of their 
age to all the rest of us, regardless of our own 
cultural heritage. They lead the way toward best 
shared human and earth life. Come join us! All are 
welcome! 
 

Occupy Bradenton 
Scheduled meetings resume in January 2018 with 
changes: 
1.  Will meet on the second (2) and fourth (4) 
Tuesdays @ 7pm @ Manatee Democratic 
Headquarters, Orange Blossom Shopping Plaza, 
Bradenton. 
2.  Indivisible Bradenton will meet at same time. 
 
Schedule: 
January 9 and 23.  Note:  23rd NO MEETING; Film: 
’The Occupation of The American Mind’; a 
documentary analyzing the capture of the narrative 
in respect to the Israel/Palestine ongoing conflict. 
The film will be shown at Fogartyville with the 
assistance of Arlene Sweeting. 
More information later.  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
We encourage participation in political actions 
which further the progressive agenda. 
                                                          Ann and Frank Dellert 
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Book Discussion Group 
Bill Hayes & Mary Lou 

Thompson 
The Book Discussion Group will next 

meet on Monday, January 8 at 2:00pm.  Our book 
will be Hillbilly Elegy by J. D. Vance.  The book tells 
the true-life story of what social, regional and class 
decline feels like when you have it hanging around 
your neck.  Of course, it relates directly to what is 
called President Trump’s base.  Mary Lou 
Thompson will lead the discussion. 
 
In February, we will revert to our usual first 
Monday of the month meeting cycle and will meet 
on February 5 at 2:00pm.  The book will be Waking 
Up White by Debby Irving.  Irving tells her own 
story of her “aha” moment which launched an 
adventure of discovery and insight that drastically 
shifted her worldview and upended her life plan. 
 
Our March date is Monday, March 5 at 2:00pm to 
discuss Just In Time by Joan Jackson.  This is a 
hopeful, first-hand account of the roller coaster life 
of living with a schizophrenic. 
 
Come join us.  Our meetings are open to all.  Our 
books are recommended by members and agreed to 
by all. 

 
Special Collections 

Bill Hayes  
Our next Special Collection will be Sunday, January 
21 and will benefit Our Daily Bread.  Our Fellowship 
has supported Our Daily Bread for many, many 
years.  In addition to financial help, it also serves 
food cafeteria style once a month.  There is a signup 
sheet in the hallway for anyone wishing to help 
serve the food.  Don’t be shy about signing up.   
 
In December, Turning Points benefited from our 
collection.  We raised $686. Walter Pascal was the 
point person. 
 

 

   Memorial Garden 
Bill Hayes 

How many of you are aware that we have a 
Memorial Garden as a resting place for past 
members, relatives and friends?  Well, we do. 
 
It was established in 2000 and currently holds the 
cremains of 25 past members, relatives and friends.  

Exact locations are on a chart in the office. It is 
located on the south side of our building just off of 
the deck.  It has fallen into disrepair due to an 
interruption of a water source, a lack of volunteer 
workers and Hurricane Irma which took down 
much of the fence between us and Westminster to 
the south.   
 
The fence belongs to Westminster and after a red 
tape delay, it is ready to install a new one.  It is also 
time for MUUFers to take pride in the garden again 
and maintain it in the style we promised those who 
are resting there.  We need those who enjoy 
planning a garden plus those who enjoy working in 
the soil.  Our lawn man, Tony Martin, will do the 
heavy work.  The garden has been certified as a 
native Florida garden containing only those plants 
native to Florida. 
 
Now that the New Year is upon us, it is an excellent 
time to get the garden in shape.  It is really a restful 
place to relax and shut out the hectic world.  It just 
needs some TLC. 
 
Please contact Bill Hayes 727-470-9148, Walter 
Pascal or Jake Geeslin so we can work together to 
bring the garden back to the shape it deserves. 
 

  Play Reading Group 
                                      Sally Isham 
  

 

Not having enough fun? Join the Play Reading 
Group! No experience necessary and no 
performance required! Simply enjoy reading short 
plays for the fun of it! Lois Stilley, coordinator, is 
under the weather for a few weeks. While Lois 
is recovering, the group is taking a break and 
looking for more readers. The more the merrier! We 
have been meeting the 1st and 3rd Fridays of every 
month, 1:30PM - 3:30PM. Let me know if you are 
interested and we can decide the next meeting 
date.  Sally Isham  561-445-1229. 

 
Welcoming Congregation 

                          Joan Butcher & AJ Wolff 
On Sat. Jan. 13th from 1 to 3 PM all MUUF members, 
friends and guests are invited to watch a video of 
the simply amazing African-American women’s 
acapella vocal group “Sweet Honey In The Rock.”   
Join us if you know: a) everyone has a voice and 
needs to be heard, b) music is a powerful tool for 
social justice, c) songs change hearts and minds.  
Join us to be inspired; to reignite your passion to 
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work for justice and equality.  If you only come to 
one of our monthly videos make it THIS ONE! 
 

Curious About Becoming a Member? 
On Sunday, January 14 after the service there will 
be a session we call “UU 101” to get acquainted, talk 
about what Unitarian Universalism is, introduce 
attendees to our Fellowship’s history and workings, 
watch a short video, and to talk about what it means 
to become a member with plenty of time to ask 
questions.  This is especially helpful if you are new 
to Unitarian Universalism, but is also helpful for 
UUs who have moved from other locations so that 
you can become more familiar with MUUF.  Please 
sign up on social room table. 
 

Great   Decisions 
Bill Hayes 

The following are the discussion topics for this year 
and if a participant has already expressed to me a 
desire to handle a particular topic: 
 

1.  The waning of Pax Americana 
 

2.  Russia’s Foreign Policy - John and Carol Butzow 
 

3.  China and America: the new political equation - 
Paul Carr 
 

4.  Media and Foreign Policy 
 

5.  Turkey: A Partner in Crisis - Patty & Mustafa 
Bulut 
 

6.  US Global engagement and the Military 
 

7.  South Africa’s Fragile Democracy - Bill Hayes 
 

8.  Global Health: Progress and Challenges 
 

Let me know if anyone would particularly like one 
of the remaining topics. 
 

The Great Decisions discussion group is open to all.  
The discussions are based on a curriculum 
developed by the Foreign Policy Assoc. of NY.  We 
meet for 1 1/2 to 2 hours including 30 minutes of 
watching a video.  No special knowledge is required.  
We only ask that everyone keep an open mind and 
be respectful to each other and each other's 
thoughts. 
 

Please let me know if this program interests you 
and I’d be glad to talk more about it with you. Bill 
Hayes 
727-470-9148  largomatch@hotmail.com   
 
 
 

 

Come Join Us 
AJ Wolff 

 Have you ever thought of knitting 
as a Social Justice activity? MUUF 
Peace Knitting Circle starts 
Tuesday  Jan 16, 2018, 10-noon, 
and will meet  every first and third 

Tuesday mornings. Carol Alt has been active with 
an organization called Knitting4Peace for a number 
of years and has inspired AJ Wolff to start a knitting 
group here at MUUF with plans to join the 
Knitting4Peace Organization founded back in 2006 
that has delivered requested items to more than 
122,555 people living in communities across the 
United States and 70 countries around the world. 
Knitting4Peace is dedicated to knitting together the 
global Beloved Community. They do their work one 
person at a time … one stitch at a time … one 
delivery at a time … one day at a time. How does 
this work? By knitting needed items and sending to 
the people who need them, here and around the 
world. Check out their website and learn more, with 
patterns, current needs and photos. 
http://www.knitting4peace.org 

At our first knitting circle meeting we will share 
more info and ideas. So, join us. If you have never 
knitted before that is ok we will teach you. Carol, 
AJ, and Bernita are all long-time knitters and happy 
to teach you. AJ started knitting by her 
grandmother’s side at a very early age making doll 
blankets, (no need for winter scarf in San Francisco) 
and by middle school age knitting sweaters. Small 
blankets or scarves are great starter projects for the 
beginner. If you have your own project you would 
like to work on and share in the fun, please come as 
well. Everyone welcome.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Guest at Your Table” boxes can be left on the 

social room table for Chris MacCormack.  

Thank you for your support of UUSC! 

mailto:largomatch@hotmail.com
http://www.knitting4peace.org/
http://www.uusc.org/
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Changes to the  

MUUF Directory 

 

Linda Wilke 

PO Box 1076 

Bradenton, FL 34206 

 

Klara Weiss 

810 Spring Lakes 

Bradenton, FL 34210 

 

$ 
 

 
1/3 Dee Porter 

1/4 Chris MacCormack 

1/5 Bob Condon 

1/22  Florris Marshall 

1/23 Robin Marshall 

1/23 Richard LeBrecque 

 

 

 
 

 
 
President  Carol Bartz          
Vice President  John Isham 

Secretary  Doris Sutliff   

 Treasurer  Mary Lou Thompson     

Asst. Treasurer  Bill Hayes 

Directors  Al Guy 

   Jim Heaton   

   AJ Wolff 

 Pres. Emeritus  Bill Peruzzi 
    

Board Meetings are the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month, 6:30 pm in the Social Room.  All 
members of the Congregation are invited to 
attend.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning  
     Coffee Hour Hosts 
 
Jan. 7    Bridge Group & 

Play Reading 
Jan. 14  Board of Directors 
Jan. 21  Membership & RE Team 
Jan. 28  Choir   
 
 

 
 
Dear MUUF Members and Friends,  
Thank you so much for all the Birthday 
Wishes & Flowers and also for the 
Christmas gift of the wonderful artwork 
of my favorite pink bird! The stuffed 
flamingo has been named HOPE ð stop by 
to see her! All your well wishes are so 
appreciated! You guys rock ! Happy New 
Year to all!             Fondly, Karen  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       NOVEMBER 2017 

INCOME         $3,701.10 

EXPENSES      5,627.51 

TOTAL           -1,926.41 

 

Revival of In Home Dinners 

Over the past 3 years we have had many In 
Home Dinners. However, the program has 
lapsed mainly for lack of Hosts. 

As you recall the Host provides the Main 
Course and the Attendees, at the direction of 
the Host, provide everything else. 

 It is an excellent opportunity for new or 
potential members to become acquainted with 
MUUF members. 

If you are interested in being a Host in January, 
February, or March 

Please call Bob Yavis (941-794-3901) with a 
specific date (Wed or Sat) in mind. 

 



 9 

 

 

Save the Date Sunday, Feb. 18 for Lunch and MUUF’s Annual Live Auction!   

Think About What Items/Services You Want to Donate!  
 

Our Annual Auction is a vital part of our congregation both for meeting our budget and for 
building community.  It gives us a chance to show off or share our talents since most of the 
items and events are donated by none other than MUUF members!  The most popular 
events are the variety of dinners and trips that occur throughout the year—these always 
turn out to be fun whether you are the host or one of the guests! 
 
As in other years there will also be a Silent Auction which will be set up to begin on Sunday, Feb. 11 and 
finish a week later just before the Lunch and Live Auction on Feb 18.  Besides items and services from our 
members we will have items, gift certificates, artwork, etc. from local businesses and artists to bid on in the 
both Silent Auction and Live Auction.  
 
There will be live entertainment this year!  Raffle tickets!  More business donated items!  
 
You’ve had a couple of months to think about what you could donate for the auction.  
NOW is the time to put it in writing by completing at least one, but preferably multiple “promissory notes” 
(forms are on the table in the social room).   By naming and describing what you are donating you are 
contributing to the wellbeing of our Fellowship.  The deadline for promissory notes is Jan. 28 so that items 
can be listed in the catalog. If you would like to help with the auction, have questions, or have ideas please 

Share-A-Dish Program  Friday, January 12th at 6:00pm 
The “SONIC SEA” an Emmy winning NRDC documentary 

Host: MUUF Social Justice, Presenter: John Isham with supporting material by  
                                               NOAA Marine bioacoustics expert Christopher Clark 
 
Anthropogenic (caused by humans) impact on the atmosphere is well proven. Our 
impact on the sea with chemical and biological waste such as plastic, garbage and 
agricultural run off is also being closely examined.  But what about noise? Until very 
recently it has been 'out of ear-shot, out of mind’. There is a human made cacophony 
(acoustic smog) in the ocean that tears apart the very social structure of not only 
whales, adversely affecting their survival and reproductive success, but also every 
creature living in the ocean's food chain. They feel, hunt, feed, reproduce, communicate 
and survive using sound, - acoustics - pressure waves which propagate millimeters or 
mega miles. 

When we interfere with the environmental balance in the ocean, we interfere with 
human survival on land. 

We are just beginning to learn the consequences; will we be too late? 
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contact Carol Bartz cdbartz1@verizon.net.  Ph. 941 224-9158.  We’ll be in need of people to help with record 
keeping and money collection, getting business donations, set up, food, clean up, and transportation.   
 

 
Issue of the Quarter, September-December 2017 

Environmental Issues and the New U.S. Administration 
This paper will be an attempt to evaluate the impact on environmental issues of the recent election both 
nationally and in many states of a large number of far-right activists, many of whom are climate change deniers.  
It will not be a paper on climate change as such – I have already addressed that issue in the Issue of the Quarter 
for January-March of 2017.  Also, because of the complexity of the issues involved, I will not include detailed 
discussions about everything that has or may be done to threaten the environment.  See some supporting 
documents on the Social Justice table and/or search the internet for more detail on specific issues. 
 
To start off, almost all climate scientists have concluded that the earth is warming and that a major cause of that 
warming is human activities.  Nevertheless, our President, our Governor and a large number of legislators deny 
this is true.  And, to add to this dilemma, at the Federal level and in many states the departments that should be 
addressing environmental concerns are also climate change deniers.  Thus, many measures to protect the 
environment that were put in place by previous administrations are being defunded and scrapped. Combined 
with these measures, numerous protective safety laws are being eliminated in order to “reduce and simplify” 
regulations. 
 
So now that the U.S.A. has become the only country in the world which is not a member of the Paris Climate 
Agreement, there are no longer any national goals for reducing carbon (or for that matter, methane) 
production.  And, with the elimination of regulations such as on contamination of streams, corporations can 
pretty much do what they like in order to increase output.  Meanwhile, the rest of the world probably led by 
Chinese know-how is doing its best to reduce carbon consumption and the U.S. will probably forego its 
leadership role.   
 
The United States was taking some significant steps to replace fossil fuels but the new administration, with the 
questionable claim that if more coal is produced, many more workers will be hired by the industry, is pushing 
for more coal production.  Moreover, they are opening up national reserve and park areas to mining and 
agricultural use which will have a negative impact on the ecology of the areas concerned. Similarly, regardless 
of the danger to the environment there are calls for more production of petroleum from Alaska, from offshore 
reserves, or from anywhere else that may have oil reserves.  And, the leaders are calling for more fracking in 
order to increase natural gas production.  Fracking requires huge amounts of sometimes scarce water and there 
is evidence of increases in the number of earthquakes in areas where fracking is used   In the meantime, efforts 
by the electric power companies in places like Florida are hindering private development of solar energy 
production in order to maintain control over all solar energy production. 
 
Probably the warming of the oceans is the major concern as the climate changes.  Sea life and climate will be 
vastly affected by the changes in temperature.  So far, the present administration is neglecting any action to 
combat these changes.  Also, efforts to protect coral reefs in U.S. waters are no longer a priority and unless local 
governments get involved probably not much will be done.  These reefs provide important protection for sea 
life.  And, of course, the lower sections of many major cities and towns will be flooded more and more.  So far, 
except for some local jurisdictions, there is no evidence of concern or of plans to counter this flooding.  Of 
course, poorer people will be impacted the most and many government officials seem not to care at all about 
that. 
 
One area that you hear very little about is the effects of factory farming on the environment.  The wastes from 
factory farming are a major source of methane pollution which is even worse than that of carbon.  No longer do 
the farmers spread manure on their fields.  Instead it is mostly collected in large pools where it could easily 
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contaminate the area around it.  Again, regulations are highly important to make sure that seepage does not 
spoil the neighboring environment. 
 
I could go on to talk about such things as an education system that is gradually being taken over by plutocrats 
that ignore environmental issues and seek to control the curriculums.  Or tax support for having more children 
and elimination of abortion and perhaps even contraception so population will increase to provide more 
employees for the rich will also help increase pollution.  Other factors include increased noise pollution that 
will affect sea life and the purposeful dumbing down of the population in order to keep control over a majority 
of the voters.  Needless to say, it appears that our present leadership is really mostly interested in helping the 
rich and powerful rather than caring about everyone in our country and state. 
 
So what can be done to counter the lack of environmental action at the national level and in many states?   First 
of all, our Fellowship is recognized as a green sanctuary by the UUA.  This means we could all remind ourselves 
of actions we can take as individuals and as a congregation to protect our environment.  Bernita will re-
distribute a list of the actions we might take just as a reminder.  Also, we can include environmental concerns in 
our political actions by supporting politicians that care.  Finally, we can support or work with one or more of 
the numerous organizations that are working on environmental concerns.  Some of those that I support 
financially are the Environmental Defense Fund, Earth Justice, Florida Wildlife Federation, Food and Water 
Watch, the National Park Foundation, the National Wildlife Federation, Nature Conservancy, Population 
Connection, Turtle Island Restoration, Union of Concerned Scientists, Manatee 88, and Planned Parenthood.
                                     Al Usack, Social Justice Committee 
                                                                                 
 

 
 

 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manatee County Solar Co-op Opens in January 2018 
Manatee Unitarian Universalist Fellowship is joining many other Unitarian 
Universalist congregations throughout Florida who are sponsoring Solar Co-ops.  
Manatee County residents interested in solar energy can join with like-minded 
homeowners through a new Manatee Solar Co-op that will enable homeowners to 
purchase solar systems at a much lower cost.  
 
Why go solar? 
Going solar reduces your energy bills while improving the environment. Solar 
panels last 25 years on average and are virtually maintenance-free. The cost of 
solar installation is usually paid back in 5 to 10 years through energy savings. 
Plus, now through December 2019, federal law allows a tax credit of 30% for solar 
installation.  
 
What is a solar co-op? 
A solar co-op is neighbors joining neighbors to take advantage of group 
purchasing power discounts. There is absolutely no cost to join a co-op, and 
there’s no obligation to purchase solar through a co-op. The “open” period where 
Manatee homeowners can request a bid for their home will be January through 
April 2018. 
 
The Manatee Solar Co-op volunteers are now scheduling presentations for 
organizations such as HOAs, Rotaries, churches and even a group of your 
neighbors. For more information or to volunteer, email Alice Newlon at 
ManateeSolar@gmail.com or phone (941) 778-4184. 
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Share-A-Dish 
Friday, January 12th at 6:00pm 

   
“Sonic Seas” presented by John Isham 

 

Bring a dish to share and enjoy an evening of 
good food and good friends.  

Manatee Unitarian  
Universalist Fellowship 
322 15th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

 

 
 

***  
The sign-

up sheet is  
on the 
table  
in the 
social 
room. 
***  

 


